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Introduction 
 

 
• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some 

examples of responses to International GCSE Spanish (9-1). 
• The sample assessment materials which these responses are based on can 

be found on the Pearson website. 
• In this pack, you will find a small sample of responses, an examiner 

commentary and the mark scheme for each question. 
• The responses are all from students. 
• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other 

questions about the course, please contact our subject advisor team on 
TeachingLanguages@pearson.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:TeachingLanguages@pearson.com


International GCSE Spanish Paper 2 
 

 
 
 Pearson Education Ltd 2018  

            2 
 
 

SECTION A 

Question 4  
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Exemplar Response 4.1 

(a) Hora del accidente: diez y media 

(b) Heridas: golpes y un brazo cortado 

(c) Número de víctimas: 3 

(d) Lugares de tratamiento: Sala de primeros auxilios y Hospital Santa Ana 

(e) Fecha de operación: 9 de marzo 

(f) Cómo puedes ayudar: dar dinero 

(g) Distancia al hospital: 200 kilómetros 

(h) Dónde ocurrió exactamente: en el patio 

 

Examiner comment: 

This response received 10 marks. 

This candidate has answered all questions correctly. 
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Exemplar Response 4.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

This response received 8 marks. 

a) 1 mark: correct response. 

b) 2 marks: correct responses. 

c) 1 mark: correct response. 

d) 1 partly correct response. These is a 2 marks question and the candidate only mentioned 
one of the places where the injured students were treated. 

e) 1 mark: correct response. 

f) 1 mark: correct response. 

g) 1 mark: correct response. 

h) 0 marks: incorrect response. For a 1-mark answer, the candidate’s first idea is taken for 
assessment, even if this is incorrect but the correct information follows as a further idea. This 
candidate’s first idea is “las demás chimeneas” that is incorrect. The second idea is “en el 
patio” that is correct but as this is the second idea it can’t be credited. 
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Question 5 
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Exemplar Response 5.1 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 2 marks. 

(a) 0 marks. This is an inference question and the candidate failed to realise this and simply 
copied part of a sentence referring to Juan. 

(b) 0 marks. The candidate has not answered the question Why?” The candidate has simply 
copied two sentences from the wrong part of the text. 

(c) 0 marks. This is an inference question and the candidate failed to realise this. They 
probably understood Cuánto? How much? and copied part of the sentence where ‘two coins’ 
were mentioned. 

(d) 1 mark. The correct answer is enfurecido but we will accept se enfureció. For the second 
mark lloraba y le dio unas patadas is not acceptable as this is what he was doing. The task is 
for candidates to infer from this how Quico felt. 

(e) 1 mark. This answer is correct. 

(f) 0 marks. This question was not attempted. 

(g) 0 marks. The candidate is possibly trying to communicate that no-one out of the two 
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children has it, but it does not reflect that the mother has it. 

(h) 0 marks. The candidate has identified the correct item in the text, but has left it as first 
person, so this cannot be rewarded. 

 

Exemplar Response 5.2 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 3 marks. 

a) 0 marks: incorrect response. The candidate has not finished his sentence and what he has 
written does not answer the question. 

b) 0 marks: incorrect response. The candidate has correctly identified the correct section of 
the text, but this answer fails to communicate successfully. 

c) 1 mark: correct response. 

d) 1 mark: partly correct response. The correct answer is enfurecido but we will accept es 
enfureció. For the second mark lloraba is not acceptable as this is what Quico was doing. The 
task is for candidates to infer from this how Quico felt. 

e) 0 marks: incorrect response. The candidate has failed to say who is Juan. 

f) 0 marks: incorrect response. 

g) 0 marks. The candidate is possibly trying to communicate that no-one out of the two 
children has it, but it does not reflect that the mother has it. 

h) 1 mark: correct response. The candidate has certainly understood the idea that the sweet 
is no longer around. Although the candidate has answered in a different time frame to that in 
the mark scheme, the answer does not create a clear ambiguity in regard to the question 
asked nor from what is said in the text. 
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SECTION B 

Question 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exemplar Response 6.1 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 10 marks. 

This candidate has written a full-length piece of work. As instructed in the rubric the candidate 
has used the four given words. Relevant range of language has been used, there is extra 
detail and linking. The work is not entirely accurate, but the information is clearly conveyed. 
There is slight ambiguity with the mix up of llevan and lavan, but even so, the piece is entirely 
coherent. 

 

Exemplar Response 6.2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

This response received 10 marks. 

Communication and content 
 
The candidate has addressed all four bullet points, using the exact word given in the bullet 
point boxes. This candidate has written somewhat in excess of the 75 words, but this does 
not concern us as we read the entire response and take the whole piece of writing into 
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consideration when awarding the marks. Pieces which are too short, however, will be self-
penalising, as the candidate is unlikely to have addressed all four bullet points, nor to have 
had much scope to demonstrate an excellent range of vocabulary and structures. 
 
This work is very coherent, and all the information is clearly conveyed. It fully deserves a 
mark of 5 although there is slight ambiguity with ‘al hacer las tareas si tuviera tiempo salgo 
con mis amigos’. According to the assessment criteria, maximum marks are still able to be 
awarded even with some evidence of ambiguity.  
 
Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 
 
There are some excellent lexical items here such as ‘me levanto más tarde’ ‘después de haber 
terminado’ ‘suelo hacer’ ‘sin embargo’ ‘aunque llovía me lo pasé bomba’. There is extra detail, 
linking and very strong evidence of correct spelling and grammar throughout. The mark of 5 
is well deserved. 
 
Exemplar Response 6.3 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 10 marks. 

Communication and content 
 
The candidate has referred to all four bullet points, using the actual words given in the boxes. 
The points can be addressed in any order. 
There is very good communication with just the odd slip in clarity and no, or very little, 
ambiguity. The piece of writing is therefore awarded 5. 
 
Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 
 
This candidate uses a wide variety of tenses that are well above the level that this question 
targets. There are also very good lexical items such as ‘polideportivo’ ‘sacar la basura’ ‘ver 
una película’ ‘mi perro’ ‘al llegar’ ‘me lo pasé bomba’. There is extra detail, linking and very 
strong evidence of correct spelling and grammar throughout. Although there are some 
grammatical slips, the mark of 5 is well deserved. 
In order to be awarded a 5 for Linguistic knowledge and accuracy, the candidate does not 
have to have everything correct. 
 
Exemplar Response 6.4 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 8 marks. 

Communication and content 

This candidate did not refer to two of the words given in the rubric: tareas domésticas and el 
sábado pasado. Due to this, the candidate scores Level 3: there is reasonable communication, 
but the piece lacks clarity, since the task is incomplete and there are irrelevant materials at 
the end. 

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 

The candidate scores 5: there is a very good range of structures and lexis, present and past 
times are used accurately and there are few spelling errors. 

Exemplar Response 6.5 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 6 marks. 

Communication and content 
 
As the four bullet points are compulsory, this candidate can only reach Level 3 in 
Communication and Content because they did not refer to two of the words/ phrases given in 
the rubric: sábado pasado and por la tarde. There is some ambiguity in the first and the last 
three lines. Although communication is ‘generally clear’ we are limited to a mark of 3 due to 
the omissions outlined above. 
 
Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 
 
We have some good lexical items in this piece such as ‘me gusta ver’, ‘durante el verano 
hago’ ‘bastante perezoso’ and ‘animado’ but as a whole, the range of structures and 
vocabulary is satisfactory. The candidate uses mainly the present tense and some verbs are 
left in the infinitive. The candidate attempts to use the preterite but in both cases this is not 
effective. However, it should be noted that tenses are not included in the mark grid. 
Nonetheless, this would have been a better piece of writing had the verbs been correct. 
 
Exemplar Response 6.6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Examiner comment: 

This response received 7 marks. 

 



International GCSE Spanish Paper 2 
 

 
 
 Pearson Education Ltd 2018  

            17 
 
 

Communication and content 

As the four bullet points are compulsory, this candidate can only reach Level 3 in 
Communication and Content because they did not refer to two of the words/ phrases given in 
the rubric: ‘sábado pasado’ and ‘por la tarde’. The communication in this piece of work is 
generally clear but there is some ambiguity. 

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 

The candidate scores a 4. There is variable accuracy with significant evidence of correct 
spelling and grammar but there are also errors in expressing past and present time frames. 
There is some repetition of structures but a good range of vocabulary, e.g. ‘maleducado’, ‘sin 
embargo’. 

 

Question 7 
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Exemplar Response 7a.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

This response received 9 marks. 

Communication and content 
 
The candidate has addressed the first two bullet points briefly. They omit the third point 
completely and for bullet point 4 their response is totally ambiguous as they tell us that 
recycling is very important because we must keep the monuments in the country. The mark 
is therefore capped at level 3, 5-6 marks. 
This however, does not automatically mean that the work receives a mark of 5 - 6.  
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This piece of work is too short and therefore it is self-penalising, as the candidate has not 
even addressed the two bullet points fully, nor has the candidate had much scope to 
demonstrate a good/excellent range of ideas.  
 
Given the length of this work (104 words), the brevity of the responses to the first two bullet 
points and the digression in bullet 4 and in bullet 3 where the candidate writes about what 
will happen to the park in the future, 4 is the correct mark. If we were tempted by 5 a glance 
at the 5-6 band would convince us that 5 is too high a mark.  
 
Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 
 
The language used is satisfactory. There are some good lexical items such as ‘anteayer’ 
‘limpio’ ‘sucio’ ‘necesario’ ‘después de haber’ ‘así que’. The candidate attempts to use the past 
and the future tense but in both cases this is not effective. There are many errors of verb 
formation, gender and agreement. There is no repetition and the spelling is generally correct. 
Considering all these factors and the length of this piece of work the 5-6 band seems 
appropriate. The band below would be too harsh, as it refers to “occasional evidence of correct 
spelling” and “narrow range of vocabulary” and the piece of work is better than that. The 
candidate was awarded a mark of 5. 
 
This piece of writing would have been better had the candidate addressed all the bullet points. 
It is essential that all four points are mentioned. Also, the grammar needs to be more 
accurate. 
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Exemplar Response 7b.1 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 20 marks. 

Communication and content  

10 marks: The candidate has shown excellent ability to express ideas in a logical sequence. 
All four points have been fully addressed and developed. Communication is not hindered by 
the small number of errors.  

The candidate starts this piece of work addressing point two, making a comparison on how 
they normally celebrate their birthday and how they celebrated it this year. They then clearly 
addresses points one, three and four with some expansion of the ideas presented in each of 
them. The whole piece is confident, fluent and relevant.  

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy  

10 marks: This candidate uses a wide variety of grammatical structures including some 
examples of complex language. Normalmente, durante mi cumpleaños suelo salir, Sin 
embargo, el fin de semana pasado era mi cumpleaños, acababa de hacer mi cama, Juan nadó 
en el mar mientras que yo tome el sol, si tuviera mucho dinero me encantaría, además 
recibiré.  

There are consistently successful references to past, present and future events expressed 
using a wide variety of tenses (present, imperfect, preterite, future, conditional, imperfect 
subjunctive). Opinions are stated, and reasons given. There is linking and subordination. 
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Exemplar Response 7b.2 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 20 marks. 

Communication and content  

10 marks: The candidate has shown excellent ability to express ideas in a logical sequence. 
The candidate communicates detailed information relevant to the task with consistently 
effective development of the four points. This piece of work is coherent with one or two 
ambiguities.  

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 

10 marks: There is an excellent variety of vocabulary. More complex structures include a 
variety of tenses (present, preterite, imperfect, future, conditional, subjunctive), linking 
words and object pronouns. Sentences are extended, and the language is mostly accurate.  

There are some errors that slightly hinder clarity such as … recibé mis regalos y hacía muchos, 
… durante la fiesta mis amigos bailaron y cansaron and a few errors of agreement … mis 
padres cocinó, … fui muy emocionante. However, the number of grammar structures is of a 
sophistication beyond that required at this level compensate for the inaccuracies, so this 
candidate just about scores 10. 

 

Exemplar Response 7b.3  
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 11 marks. 

Communication and content 

The four bullet points have been addressed. Bullet point 1 doesn’t have a very full answer 
and could be a bit ambiguous: “tengo muchos los regalos, tengo muchas las joyas por mis 
padres y mucha la ropa por mis padres.” For the second bullet point the candidate simply tells 
us that they had a big party and then lists the people that were at the party: parents, uncles, 
cousins, grandparents and friends. Although the candidate addresses the third bullet, the 
answer is not totally clear and we are not sure if the candidate prefers to celebrate their 
birthday with their friends or their family. Effectively then, we can say that candidate has 
partially omitted this bullet point. Bullet point 4 has a full answer.  
This candidate was awarded 6 marks.  

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 
This piece of writing has an adequate but narrow range of vocabulary, grammatical structure 
and tenses. There is repetition. Simple subject/verb/adjective agreements are missing: ‘mis 
amigos es muy divertidos’, ‘las joyas es muy bonito’. All this clearly rules out the top bands. 
There are some successful attempts such as: ‘mi cumpleaños era muy divertido’ and “(mi) 
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prefiero celebrarlo’ ‘que se llama’ ‘sin embargo’. The spelling is generally correct. Considering 
all these factors, the 5-6 band seems appropriate. The candidate was awarded a mark of 5.  
More topic related vocabulary, more examples of tenses and a wider range of grammatical 
structures would all have improved this piece of writing. 
 
 

Exemplar Response 7b.4 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 9 marks. 

Communication and content 

In terms of content this is, unfortunately, a weak response. Bullet point 1 is addressed, 
assuming a native reader would understand what the candidate means in sentences 3 and 4. 
Bullet point 2 is not addressed as the bullet point asks for what the candidate did for their 
birthday and the response comes in the wrong tense saying what they will do tomorrow 
evening. Bullet 3 says that next week the candidate will celebrate in their party with their 
friends because it is more fun. This doesn’t clearly indicate that the candidate prefers to spend 
their birthday with their friends rather than with their family. Bullet 4 is fully addressed. This 
candidate was awarded 5 marks. As the candidate has not addressed two of the bullet points 
fully, nor have they had much scope to demonstrate a good/excellent range of ideas. 

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy 

There are some very good lexical items here such as: ‘mensaje electrónico’ ‘que lástima que 
no te pueda visitar’ and the correct use of the immediate future tense. However, in this piece 
of work there are many errors of verb formation, gender and agreement and there is a 
significant amount of repetition. The spelling is generally correct. Considering all these factors, 
the mark of 4 seems appropriate: adequate but narrow range of vocabulary, grammatical 
structures and tenses with significant amount of repetition” 

This would have been a stronger piece of writing if the candidate had included more ambitious 
items of vocabulary, and different tenses. 

 

Exemplar Response 7b.5 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 6 marks. 

Communication and content 

4 marks are awarded. Although the candidate has attempted to address the four bullet points 
and has shown some ability to express ideas not all these ideas would be fully comprehensible 
to a native speaker. The unclear uses of tenses and the many errors frequently prevent 
meaning from being conveyed. 

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy  

2 marks are awarded. There is some relevant material including opinion but the expression 
of these is not always effective. The candidate produces mainly simple sentences with some 
linking. There is very little evidence of correct verb formation, gender and agreement. 
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Exemplar Response 7c.1 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 17 marks. 

Communication and content  

9 marks awarded. This candidate has written a full piece of work exceeding the 150 words 
required. The candidate has shown good ability to express ideas in a logical sequence. The 
candidate starts this piece of work addressing points one and two. Although these two points 
are fully developed, there is some digression when the candidate goes into too much detail 
to express their opinion about the importance of young people knowing the value of money. 
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The candidate then clearly addresses point three and finally point four with some expansion 
of the ideas presented. 

Linguistic knowledge and accuracy  

8 marks awarded. This candidate uses a good range of vocabulary and grammatical structures 
including some examples of complex language: es esencial que los jóvenes aprendan el valor 
del dinero muy temprano en sus vidas. There is a variety of tenses (present, preterite, perfect, 
subjunctive). There are opinions given with reasons, there is also linking, subordination and 
the work is generally accurate. Although there are several minor gender, agreement and 
spelling errors, they do not hinder meaning. 

 

Question 8 

 

 

Exemplar Response 8.1 
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Examiner comment: 

This response received 8 marks. 

(a) Correct 

(b) Correct 

(c) Correct 

(d) Correct 

(e) Correct 

(f) Wrong – It is gusta 

(g) Correct 

(h) Correct 

(i) Wrong - It is será 

(j) Correct 
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MARK SCHEME 
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